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Visit lawfoundationpei.ca for more information 

Originally established in 1973, the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
operates pursuant to Part VII of the Legal Profession Act. The purpose 

of the Foundation is to receive interest earned on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA) 
and to make these funds available to organizations engaged in activities 

which are in keeping with the Foundation’s mandate. 

http://www.lawfoundationpei.ca/
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CHAIR’S REPORT– GARY SCALES 
The following report highlights some of the key activities and 
successes of the Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
throughout 2019. 

2019 Funding Activity 
Over 2019 the Law Foundation contributed $169,500 in 
support of continuous programs and services including the 
courthouse law libraries, the Community Legal Information 
Association, the PEI Bar Admission Course, a legal education 
coordinator position, CanLII levies and various scholarships.   

In addition, the Law 
Foundation was pleased 
to provide two one-time 
grants supporting the 
National Conference of 
Canadian Human Rights 
Commissions and PEI 
Citizen Advocacy. 

Revenues and Expenditures1 
As in 2018, the Law Foundation experienced a marked increase in revenues during the year 
and was in a positive cash position at December 31st, 2019.  Interest on lawyer’s trust 
accounts (IOLTA) revenue is estimated to be over $485,792, up from $372,103 in 2018. 
Overall, the Law Foundation was left in a positive cash position of $296,460 as compared to 
$140,315 in 2018.  There was a slight increase in operating expenditures in 2019 at 60,884 
up $583 from the previous year. However, volatility of stock markets and interest rate cuts 
during the first quarter of 2020 signal a likely 
decline in IOLTA for 2020. 

2019 ACLF 
The Executive Director, Chair and Treasurer 
attended the annual Association of Canadian 
Law Foundation’s (ACLF) meetings in 
Fredericton from September 12th – 14th.  This 
gathering provides valuable information on 
emerging access to justice issues and new 
initiatives that have been funded within each 
jurisdiction. PEI also participated in a video 
documentary being created about the history of 
Canadian law foundations. 

1 Source: Audited financial statements ending December 31st, 2019, located in Appendix “A”. 

Funding Support Provided in 2019 
For Continuous Programs and Services 
CanLll Levy  $     3,000 
Community Legal Information Association  $     50,000 
Continuing Legal Education Coordinator  $     10,000 
Law Library  $     75,000 
Law Scholarships  $       5,000 
Legal Assistant Scholarship  $       1,500 
Bar Admission Course - PEI  $      25,000 



Law Foundation of PEI Annual Report 2019     2 

Looking Forward to 2020 

2020 Project Support: 
In addition to its continuous funding, the Law Foundation approved grants for the following 
one-time projects to be completed in 2020: 

Organization Activity 

Hospice PEI 
CanLII  
CLIA  
Advisory Committee on 
Restorative Justice  

To conduct public workshops dealing with health care directives 
To add foundational PEI case law to the CanLII database 
To develop self-represented litigants tool kit materials  
To support a speaker series called “Building a Community of 
Interest for Restorative Justice” 

Awareness Campaign: 
The Law Foundation’s 2019-2021 strategic plan sets out a goal to connect with more 
community organizations who may have ideas for projects that address new issues or offer 
innovative approaches to the delivery of legal services on PEI. In December 2019 
proposals were invited to carry out a marketing campaign, and a service contract is 
currently being finalized to carry out this work. The campaign will involve the development of 
new marketing and program materials and will use a variety of media platforms to raise 
awareness about the Law Foundation and its funding program.  

Acknowledgements 
In July of 2019, John Maynard completed his term on the Board of Governors.  We are very 
appreciative of John’s significant contribution to the work of the Law Foundation since 2011.  
In October, the Board welcomed Paul Murphy who was appointed to fill the vacant seat.  

Additionally, Deputy Minister Erin Mitchell, who represented the Minister of Justice and 
Public Safety and Attorney General’s office on the board, recently left this department for 
another position.  We thank Erin for her valued participation since 2016 and wish her all the 
best in her new role. The new appointment from the Minister’s office to the Law Foundation 
will be announced as soon as this information becomes available. 

As always, I would like to extend my thanks to the current Governors for their generous 
commitment of time and effort to further the work of the Law Foundation:  Barbara Smith, 
Q.C. (Secretary Treasurer), William Dow, Q.C. and Paul Murphy.  The Law Foundation also 
extends its appreciation to staff members, Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer, and Sheila Lund 
MacDonald, Executive Director, for their work throughout the year.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Gary Scales, Chair 
Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
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ABOUT THE LAW FOUNDATION OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
 
MISSION 
The Law Foundation of PEI (Law Foundation) works to promote the advancement of legal 
knowledge and access to justice for all Prince Edward Islanders. It does this by funding projects 
and encouraging partnerships that advance the Foundation’s mandate. 
 
MANDATE 
As set out in the Legal Profession Act, Part VII Law Foundation, Section 50(1), the 
Foundation has the power to establish and maintain a fund and use the proceeds thereof for 
the purposes of: 

a) legal education, legal research or law reform 
b) the editing and printing of decisions of the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and 

Provincial Court of Prince Edward Island 
c) the promotion of legal aid  
d) aiding in the establishing, operating, and maintaining of law libraries in Prince 

Edward Island 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
The affairs of the Law Foundation are conducted by a Board of Governors composed of five 
members, four being members of the Law Society and appointed by the Council of the Law 
Society; and one member who is appointed by the Minister of Justice and Public Safety and 
Attorney General. Governors serve on the board for a term of two years or until a successor 
is appointed.  
 
The Board meets a minimum of four times per year to decide on policy matters and to deal 
with the general administration of the Law Foundation.  
 
Day-to-day administration and management services are provided by an Executive Director 
who is engaged on a part-time contract basis. Financial administration support is provided 
by a Financial Officer who is engaged on a part-time contract basis.   
 
 
BOARD AND STAFF   

 

 

2019 Law Foundation of PEI Board of Governors* 2019 Law Foundation of PEI Staff 
• Gary Scales, Chair 
• Barbara Smith, Q.C., Secretary-Treasurer 
• John Maynard, Q.C. 
• Erin Mitchell, Attorney General Representative 
• William Dow, Q.C.  
• Paul Murphy (commencing in October 2019 to fill the seat 

vacated by John Maynard who had completed his term) 
 

*Biographies of each Board member can be found here. 

• Lisa MacKay, Financial Officer 
• Sheila Lund MacDonald, Executive 

Director 

http://www.lawfoundationpei.ca/help.php
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AREAS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 2019-2022 
The following four areas of encouragement were identified to guide funding decisions, with 
the overarching goal of strengthening Islanders’ ability to access justice and legal 
information:  

• Legal needs of seniors, newcomers, low income Islanders and vulnerable groups.
• Innovative approaches to enhance access to justice.
• Public legal education that is practical, relevant and accessible.
• Technology, specifically projects that explore or use technology that enhances the

delivery of legal services and/or public legal education.

GRANT ACTIVITY REPORT 2013-2019 
Organization Description Grants 

from 
2013- 2018 

Grants in 
2019 

Courthouse Law Library Services To support day-to-day operations. $670,317 $75,000 
Community Legal Information 
Association 

To support day-to-day operations. 
$292,000 

$50,000 

Bar Admission Course and 
Coordination of Professional Legal 
Education Sessions 

Funds allocated to cover the cost of 
the course and for coordination of 
other professional legal education 
events. $210,631 

$35,000 

Canadian Legal Information Institute  To support CanLII case law service. $22,000 $3,000 
Legal Education Scholarships $5000 annually to support 

scholarships for law students. $30,000 
$5,000 

Legal Administration Scholarships Annual scholarships for students 
studying legal administration. $19,000 

$1,500 

Association of Canadian Law 
Foundations 

Annual membership fee. 
$1,400 

$100 

Project Grants provided in 2019 For one-time and multi-year projects. $11,200 
Project Grants from 2013-2018 For one-time and multi-year projects. $528,047 
Total funding in 2019 $180,800 
Total funding from 2013-2018 $1,773,395 

From 2013-2019 the Law Foundation of PEI has provided  
$1,954,195 

in funding support to PEI-based projects and organizations. 

ANNUAL THANE CAMPBELL 
LECTURESHIP IN LAW 
Professor Benjamin Berger delivered the 2019 Thane 
Campbell Lecture on June 25th.  Prof. Berger spoke 
about recent developments in the law of sentencing. In 
addition to co-organizing the event with UPEI and the 
PEI Human Rights Commission, the Law Foundation 
funded closed captioning of the presentation.  
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Pictured above:  Greg Bowley (left),  
Assistant Professor at UNB Faculty of Law 
presents the Law Foundation Scholarship to 
Jeremy MacDonald. 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Law Foundation funds a variety of scholarships to support students pursuing careers in 
law. In 1985 an endowment fund was started in order to offer a scholarship to Island 
students attending the Dalhousie Schulich School of Law. In 1992 an endowment fund was 
started to offer both an entrance and an upper year scholarship to Island students attending 
law school at the University of New Brunswick.  Beginning in 2008, the Law Foundation 
partnered with the Law Society of PEI to establish an annual scholarship award fund for 
students from PEI engaged in the study of law at an accredited university.  Since 2008, the 
Law Foundation has offered scholarships for those graduating from legal administration 
programs on PEI. 

2019 Centennial Scholarship Recipients  
Law Foundation of PEI Centennial Scholarships were presented to University of New 
Brunswick students Jeremy MacDonald (Upper Year scholarship) and Julia O’Hanley 
(Entrance scholarship) at the October 2019 Law Academic Awards Night ceremony.  

Zach Geldert was the recipient of the 
2019/2020 Dalhousie Schulich School of 
Law Centennial Scholarship. 

 Zach Geldert 

Law Society/Law Foundation Scholarship 
2019 recipients were: Caitlin Cullen Mullally, Gallant and 
Sydney Gallant. 

Legal Administration Program Scholarships 
In 2019 scholarships were awarded to Helen Murphy and 
Jessica Noonan at the Holland College graduation ceremony 
held on July 27th.  

©2019 The Law Foundation of Prince Edward Island 

Keynote speaker, Cindy Cameron (center), 
presents the Law Foundation award to 
Helen Murphy (left) and Jessica Noonan 
(right).  Photo credit Holland College 
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APPENDIX “A” AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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